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Ow , when the Lord of life and glory is appearing 
in his Power as in the days of old, and his goodneſs, 
mercy , and truth as in the years paſt, and the 
riches of his Grace & Salvation, which he makerth to 

flow forth and ſpring forth from the great deep 3 now when he 
is manifeſting his light from his holy habitation, & his ſaving 
health from his dwelling place , that the. ſons of men might 
be partakers thereof, and praiſe him wholiveth for ever and 
ever, whois the Author of Eternal Salvation untothem thar 
believe ; the pit of darkneſs hath alſo opened its mouth, and 
out of it many unclean ſpirits doth ariſe , and foggs and 
miſts of darkneſs, Ignorance and Error is alſo ariſen out of it 
to hinder the light from ſhining, and to darken the Air, that 
the Son of Righteouſneſs might not be beheld, and would 
dam up the way that the ſprings of life mighr not refrelh the 
City of God , and his cender plants ; that fo the Prince of 
darkneſs and the King of the bottomleſs pit might not loſe 
his Dominion,for this end hath he muſtred up and is muſtring 
up all his men of War with their ſeveral} weapons, and 
all che Engines of wickedneſs to reſiſt the Lambof God, who 
15 riſen to make War in Righteouſneſs , that fo the Kingdom 
of darkneſs mighr ſtill be eſtabliſhed , and the Subje&s there- 
of live at eaſe and peace in Egypt and Sodom , where Chriſt and 
the witneſſes are {lain ; I ſay for this end hath he ſent out his 
men of War to reſiſt the work of the Lord , which 1s to de- 
ſtroy the Devils work ; one of his Champions more ſtout then 
his fellows 1s come out with his weapons of War, which are 
moſtjoftthem borrowed, and not his own,and the City in which ” 
he hath encompaſſed himſelf is a refuge of lies; but however 
he appears with the face of Authority and ſubſcribes himſelf 
Fohn Norton Teacher of the Church of Chriſt at Boſton in New Eng- 
land,who was appournted thereunto! y the order of the Genera! Court ; 
his Book he calls The heart of New England Rent at the blaſphemies - 
of the preſent Generation, a brief tra concerning the Dcfrine of the 
Quakers, ſhewing the deſtru@ive nature thereof to Relginn,Chirchg) 
and State, | | 8 
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Now whether Foby Norton Tous appointed of the Genera] 
Court to be Miniſter of Bojton, or he was appointed by the 
General Court to tell lies, how the heart of New England is 
Renc, whecher he intends, ſhould be believed, the Reader 
may judge 3 for his words may be underſtood of both : hows 
ever John Norton hath manifeited his Maſter, that it was not 
Ciritt who appointed him co be Miniſter at Bto, , bur 
the General Court that appointed him; neither was it 
Chriſt nor his Spirit that ſer him ro work to publiſh lies to the 
World, that the heart of New England was Rent, bur the 
General Court 3 neither was it Chriſt nor the General Aﬀeme 
bly—thac ordered him to write this Book , which he calls z 
Tratt concerning the Dofirine of the Quakers , but the General 
Court they have ordered thee to tell lies, and thou haſt re- 
ceived thy Commiſſioa and afts it, and ſhewes it to the 
World, and the tign thereof 1s by the appointment of the General 
Court : before we go any further, men of underſtanding will 
Judge whole Miniſter, whoſe Souldier , whoſe Warrier Fohz 
Nortox 1s, and at whoſe appointment and Commandment he. 
Miniſters and Wars, and hath cleared himſelf to be no Soul- 
dier of Chriſt, no Miniſter of Chriſt, but appointed to Mini. 
ſter and to War at the appointment of the General Court;and 
fo what will be broughe forth by him in his Trad as hecalls it 
afterwards, as to Minifter Graceto the hearers and Readers, 
the Reader may Judge, ſeeing that he is a Miniſter by the 
will of Man, and his work is appointed by the General 
Court ; and*doth Fohxy Nortoa believe that People will re- 
ceive his Teſtimony as that the heart of New. England 
1s broken and Rent, when as the blood-thirſty cruelcy 
and Barbarous a&ions and inhumane a@s of cruelty, and 
thenoiſome ſmell, and a bad. example have you given to the 
World , and the Laws and appointments and orders of 
that General Court of Boſtox and New Exgland ſtinkes in the 
Noftrils of all ſober People, which is. ſounded through rhe 
World, and your State 1s as 1t was wich Iſrael when blindneſs 
hapned unto them through their unbelief,the effe& of it ma- 
nifeſted their Apoftacy , the Judges then judged for rewa rds, 
the Prieſts Preached for hire and Prophets devived for mony, 

nd the People loved to have it fo in their unbelief, and then 

d the Rulers grind the faces of the Poor , aud chop them in 


pieces 
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preces as fleſh for the Caldron , (52 as you havedone, baniſhed 
ſome from their Habications, ſome from their Wives and 
Children, and ſome you have ſeized upon their Lands, taken 
away their goods by the Appointment and Order of your 
Courts by which thou art madea Miniſter , and appointed to 
tell theſe lyes, and to utter forth deceit to cover your wickeds 
neſs , and toſtrengrthen the Devils Kingdom and the ſubje&s 
thereof, againſt Chriſt and his Kingdom , who came ot to de- 
ſtroy mens lzwes, but to ſave them , whocame not tolay burdens , 
but totake off burdens , who came not to deſtroy the Poor 
and Needy , but to relieve the Opprefſed; And have not 
your General Courts done all this and much more, which 
they may ſee and behold with confuſion of face? And when 
they have whipt them and ſcourged them , fined them and 
impriſoned them, ceized upon their Lands, taken away their 
g00ds, waſted their Eſtates, baniſhed them upon pain of 
death, and when nothing hath remained of all their Eftates, 
have ordered their Children to be ſold for Bond-flaves , and 
this by the appointment of your Generai Court, and for 
no other cauſe but becauſe they would not pur off their Hats 
to their Equals, or come to your publick Aſſemblies. Oh ! 
un-heard-of and unparallel'd wickedneſs, the name of your 
General Court and the Appointments and Ordinances thereof 
will be crowned with infamy and reproach from Generation 
to Generation , but this is con''d to pals that your hypocriſie 
might be made manifeſt, and your skirts uncovered that your 
ſhame might appear , and that might be fulfilled which was 
ſpoken by the Prophet, They eat up my People as mea eat bread 
Are thele the fruits, Sy mptomes and CharaGers that your 
hearts are rent and broken in New England, or are they not 
rather manifeſt tokens that your hearts arelike Adamant , or 
like the nether Mil-ſtone or like fline, which 1s harder then 
ordinary ſtones, in which there 1s no remorſe or relugancy ? 
And is not this your ſtate, as it was with 7ſrarl when their 
hearts were hard ? Doth not Chriſt ſay, By ther jr:1its the falſe 
prophets are known, aud the Tree is know by its fruits; and have 
not you brought forth the ſame fruits? Donot your rulers 
and Teachers Rule. and Teach for reward? Nay, ars itey 
not worſe? Have. not you taken money- from them whoay 
A 3 you 
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you Judged Malefa&oursto -— your ſervants for doing 


of your work to your Marſhals and your bloody Task- 
maſters and wicked Executioners ? Oa! ſhameleſs man 
and full of impudency that ever thou durſt putPen to Pa- 
per, or that the General Court ſhould ever appoint thee to 
tell che Nations that your heart was rent in New England ; but 
the terrour of the Lord and the dread of God you inuſt all 
know before your hearts be rent , which is yet impenitrable 
and hard, orelſe al! chele wretched Manifeſtations and fruits 
thereof would never have appeared ; but one of thy own 
Generation if not thy ſelf faith, That a Company of Thieves, 
Fornicators and Fellous may cry out of deſerved puniſhment as Perſecu- 
tien as well as we; God hath cleared us and redeemed us from 
thoſe things, but 1s not putting off the Hat to ones Equal, or 
not joyning or coming to your Congregation, that they de- 
ſerve puniſhment ſutable to Thieves, Fornicators and Fellons, 
but Perſecutors and blood-thirſty men were ever blind ; for 
Chriſt, the Prophets and Apoſtles and all the Holy men of 
Go«d who ſuffered for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 

wereever reputed tranſgrefſours and Judged chat they ſuffered 
defervedly by them who cauſed them to ſuffer; Chriſt was 

crucified betwixt two Thieves, and Herod che Governourand 
his men of War ſet him to naught, and he was uumbred among (# 

Tranſereſſors, as it is written of him, and ſo were all his fol- 

lowers by them that were in Cairns way , and in Baalams way ; 


and fo haſt thou with the reſt of Babylons Merchants theſe di- _ 


vers years numbred us amongſt tranſgreflors, every Se& and 
Opinion hitherto hath joyned us to that Opinion or Sect 
which was contrary to them, but thou would marr ourCoun- 
tenance more than,any , thou hath not found a Generation 
bad enough conumber us within this age , but 1s gone back 
a thouſand years to fetch up Men and Doarines andPrinciples, 
and would faſten them upon us, and ſo to repreſent us odious 
to People, thou might have ſpent thy time better theri to have 
raked in thoſe old mouldy Hiſtories , in which I ſee thou act 
better acquainted then with the mind of Chriſt ; but I ſhall 
not tronble theReader with thy ſtories, neither vindicate 
their Do&rines and Principles, which were counted Hereticks, 
theſe men are dead and gone, thou might have let rhem 


-paſz, and have medled wich things that pertained to = own 
cne- 
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Generation, but that thy dead LAN feeds upon dead things; 
& to tel] thee and the world plainly, that thou which will tye 
and lay things to their charge which they never knew nor 
maintained , which may be are living and can reprove thee 
For thy fallhood and deceit in-this Generation , thou may well 
ſpeak falſly and lay things.cotheir charge which they never 

maintained which are atſucha diſtance as 1600 or 4000 years 

290, and if the adverſaries of theſe men did write their Princi- 

ples and ſet down their Errours and Blaſphemies asI believe 
many of them did, I do leſs credit their report, andI am not 

altogether unacquainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories from 
whence thou haſt had theſe Stories, although now I count 

the time juſt loſt in which] ſpent in thoſe chingsz; and though 

thou Judge that -we vilife the Scripture, yer I prefer it above 
and before all the Eccleftaftical Hiſtories that 1 have read; I 
ſhall not trouble the Reader with thy old Hetrodoxes, as thou 

calls them, of the heads of Religion, there is many that knows 
thoſe things as well as thy ſelf, and as for Praxes, Sabellers, Ne= 
ftoras . Cerinthius,Entichas, or with Quintinius, Swinck field, Mun= 
cer, David George and Fob of Leyden , what are theſe to us? 
And what are their-Principles tous? Some thing they ſpoke 
which was real Hereſie , if the Hiſtories be true , whereof 
I much doubt , becauſe many ſuch as thy (elf were the Au- 
thors thereof, andſomething it may be was truth which mighe 
be vindicated , not becauſe they held it , but becauſe it is 
truth in it ſelf; And as-for thy comparing of them to us, and 
their Principles to ours, doth not at all detra& or invalidate 
truth as it 1s in it ſelf, for corrupt minds may ſpeak true 
words , and that which is truth in itſelf, yer not live in the 
life thereof, they are Judzed though, the truth in it ſelf 
ſtands clear , andſowhar 2s they were in their Principles and 
Praiſe in life or in DoGrine, muſt they give account for; but 
thou like the reft of the hireling Prieſts of England uſed alwayes 
to be confuting your adverſaries when they were at a great di- 
ſtance, when they were dead and could nor reply , or at ſuch 
a diſtance that they could not hear, and you are ſuch valianc 
Champions for the moſt part asto Diſputation , exeept you 
have Club-men and Priſon-doors ſtanding open, to fight or to 
thut them in , you will hardly enter intoa Diſpute publickly , 
or 


er it may be if they beafraid ; ſhall be worſted and 
their deceit laid open , puta Key in the mouth of one,as ſome 
did inthe month of Hvmph, Norton , when he was with one of 
thy:Brethren, andchen cry, The Oppoſite or Quaker he hath y0- 
thing to ſay for himſelf, & ſuch dark muddy ſtories you uſed to fill 
up your hour with,as to confuteArizs & Pelagius, men that were 
hundreds of years dead, and no fuch Principles holden in a 
Nation, and ſuch dead ſtories you fill Peoples minds with, and 
confute the Pope when your elbows was leaning upon the ſofc 
Cufhons on the Pulpir , and 20 or 30s. for ſuch a dead Story 
2s you told People, but when have you gone amongſt them 
and reaſoned of the things of the Kingdom of God into their 
Dominions, and convinced them by ſound Doftrine, and yer 
you will fay Chriſt ſajd, Go into all Nations and Preach, and plead 
that for your Commiſſion, and it may be ſtay forty years over 
a hundred Families. | 

As for the Hetrodoxes of the ©nakers concerning the heads 
of Religion , as thou haſt ſet down, this I ſay to thee, 
.and to all the World, we do not hold them becauſe 
any man before did hold them, or may hold them after, 
-but becauſe God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit, 
-which alſo may be confirmed by the Teſtimony of the Scri- 
.cure of Truth. 

As to thoſe which thou ſets down as our TenentsT ſhall an- 
:ſwer centhe Lords behalf for Truthes ſake, and for the ref 
.thou may take them home to thy (elf. 

Fift concerning the Tri:ty : fn faith , they confeſſe the Fa- 
ther, S0u and Holy Ghojt , and yet they deny the Trinity , aud thoſe 
to bet hree diſtin Perſons, for confutation of this thou brings 
Heb. Firſt and third 3 He #« the expreſſe Image of bi4 Fathers Per- 
(on. 
, Thy Trinity is an old Popifh term and welove to keep to 
found words, bur by Trity I ſuppoſe thou means three, 
and thy own words ſhall confute thees, thou confefſeth we ſay 
there is Father,Son and Holy Ghoſt, and:yet but one God,er 
one Eternal being or ſubſtance in which they all ſubſiift , bur 
" thy word diſtin is thy own and not the Spirits, yet to 
.diftinguiſh betwixe Father, Son and Spirit we deny not ; and 
as for the firſt of Heb. it isin another Tranſlation rendred the 


expreſſe 


; 9g 
expreſſe Tmage of his (vbſtance , for Perſon 1s too groſſe a word,as 
toexpreſle an Eternal and Divine being in, and if thou do 
hold three diſtin& ſ-b/tayuces thou errs in thy Judgement, for 
that were to make three Gods. 

Secondly , They denyChriſt tobe God and man in one Perſon,and 
Chriſt to be a diftin& Perſon from the Father, and they acknewledge 
ſuch a Chriſt as unchrijts Chriſt ; and when they ſay Chriſt mane 
teſt in the fleſh, they mean not as the Scripture, bit falaciorſly, 

Anſw. We ſay accordingto the Scripture of Truth and not 
according to thy falacy,that in the man Chriſt did the fulneſs 
of the Gedhead dwell , and God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf, and he faith Tand my Father are one, 
and the Father the Son and the Spirit ſubſift in one Eternal 
Power, Life and Glory, which thou with all thy ſtupid gene- 
ration are Ignorant of; and Chriſt that we acknowledge is 
ſuch a Chriſt as 1s able to ſave to the utmoſt them that come 
unto him, and receive him and believe in him, and is ſuch a 
Chriſt isas able to raiſe them that have been dead, and ſuch a 
Chriſt giveth Eternal life to them that believe; And fo that 
Chriſt that we own doth not un-chriſt Chrift , but by your 
Do&rine who pleads imperfe&ion and the continuation 
thereof, and a continuation 1n ſin forterm of life, as one of 
thy own ſaid, fn will dwell in the houſe till the houſe be pulied down , 
ſpeaking of the natural body, which ſome other of thy own 
Generation have called the body of ſin, and ſo it is you that 
hold ſuch a Chriſt as unchriſts the true Chriſt in thy own 
words 3 and when didſtthou enter into our thoughts aud in- 


 toourheart, or with what doſt thou ſearch , that thou fits 


as Judge over the heart, who knowes not judgement in thy ſelf 


'nor of what ſpirit thou art of, and ſo thy lies and deceir 


is turned upon thee 3 when welay Chriſt manifeſt in the fleſh 
welſay that holy thing which was brought forth and born of 
a Virgin , and conceivedef the Holy Ghoſt in whom the ful- 
neſs of the God-heag; Fwells, in whom the Eternal Power 
of the Father was nianifeſted, that he was the Chriſt which 
was manifeſted in the fleſh and Juſtified in the Spirit, 
Preached among the Gentiles, ſeen of Angels, and received 
up intoGlory,and this is according toScripture of Truch,and 


thy judgement muſt be judged, 
B Thirdly» 
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Thirdly , Concerning th. -« conſidered as the rule 
of Life , They deny the Scripture or written word to be therule of life, 
and they make the Spirit without the Scripture to be their guide, they 
account Chirch , iijtituted worſhip and waiting upm God for the 
E ficaciors pre ſcice and op. ration of the Spirit of Grace ia the Manijiry 
of the Ii/ord oad Sacrament for Converſion and edification to be 
Ilelutry, and the Political order of Church Officers aud members 
they affirm to be an" Image. 

Anſw, Concerning the Scripture we ſay they are Scriptures 
of Truth and words of Truth ſpoken from the Spirit or T ruth, 
that which gave them a being is greater then they, as he that 
Creates is greater then they that ar: Created , which 1s pres 
ferred above and before,and yet no Demin«ſhing or NecraQing 
trom the Creature; ſo the Spirit 1s greater above and before 
the words, and yet this doth not Deminith, neither Derogate 
from rhe Scripture ; theſe and the like ſound words we have 
ſpoken to thy deaf Generarion , yet a ſpirit of ſlumber being 
upon themail, they could not hear chat which giveth Life, 
and bringeth to Life, and preſerves in the Lifezis a rule and a 
guide to them that areenhivened, the Sons of God who were 
quickned by the Eternal Spirit of their Father & of Chriſt,and 
railed from death to Life, this was their rale,as it 15 written, as 
many as are the Sons of God are led by the Spirit of God , and we 
fay 1 is a ſuthcient rule of it ſelf, and thou may as well 
count the rule of the Sons of God Hetrodex and Hererical, and 
che Apoſtles polition , whoſaid, as many as are the Sous of God 
are led Lyit , and Chriſt promiſed unto believers the Spirit of 
ruth tolead them into all Truth,and co bring things to their 
remembrance, and toguide them in the path of Righteoul- 
neſs; what has Envy and madneſs eaten all che good out of 
your hearts? yet the Scripture is not ſo excluded by us as 
thou Judgeſt, thongh we ſay the Spirit may lead and 
dire& with it , or without it, yet not contrary to it, for the 
Spirit doth , will and may take up what thing it pleaſeth to 
manifeſt it ſelf and its mind unto the Creature, and who are 
thou ? and what art thou ? any thing but an Egyptiay who 
would limit it,and tie it to Paper and Ink,to words and Sylla- 
bles ſounded and written in diverſe _ Languages and 
CaraRters ; they that appointed thee for a Miniſter m-_—_ 

new 
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knew Gods Work, and we know that there are ſeveral 
Miniſtrations and ſeveral operations, yet the ſame God and 
che ſame Spirit who manifelted it ſelf , and formeth and Or- 
daineth things according to its, Heavenly will,to repreſent its 
Heavenly mind to the Creature, and that which Chriſt hath 
Ocdained and Inſtituted to be worſhipped in, waited in, and 
his preſence ſeen in , and the operation of the Spirit of Grace 
in the work of the Miniſtry, which 1s for Conve rfion and 
Edification is dearly owned by us, as that whereby we have 
found the Lord and his pure preſence throngh this or that 
thing, and without and beyond all Creatures or vilible 
appearances, and this is not accounted Idolatry by us, as 
thou falſly ſaith , which God will Judge thee for in the day 
when he appears to take vengeance upon his Enemies in flames 
of fire , and thou that calkes of trying the Spirit by the Let- 
ter knowes ,no more of God then a Horſe, but what 
thou knowes naturally ; the Fewes had it, and they tryed 
and condemned him for a blaſphemer , and the Apoltles for 
breakers of the Law and makers of it void, and fo condemned 
theLord of Life , and the Spirit by which the Prophets and 
Apoſtles was led by, even as thou doth with us; andI never 
heard of any Political order of Church Ordinance or officers 
or Ordinances,not of the moſt dark and lottiſheſt Marchants 
of Babylon that ever ſpoke or wrote yet, there was ſundry 
gifts given and ſundry Inſtitutions in the Primitive times 
which were ſignal things of things of a more Heavenly and 
Celeſtial nature which was to be made manifeſt 3 he gave ſome 
gifts to be Prophets , ſome Evangelijts , ſumie Apoſtles, ſome Pattors, 
ſome Teachers, but theſe were Miniſteriall forthe work and 
ſervice which he had appointed, bur this was all by one and 
the ſame ſpirit, bur I never heard of any Political order of 
Officers, or Policical Ordinances ordained in the Primitive 
Churches; but it ſeems you have got ſuch in New Exglard; 
in the Church of Rome, ſo called,lI have heard of the order of 
B-nedif,of Francis and Arſtin,and the like and of ſeveral Or- 
dinances inſtituted by their Mocher to perform; bur 1 never 
heard of any ſuch as a Political order of Othcers and Ordi= 
nances before, and this may be called anImage indeed, and 
nothing in the world but deceit,and 1s no Hetrodoxy; that ever 
ſuch a blind fellow as thou ſhould put pen to Paper, who hath 

B 2 crept- 
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crept lo into the mndd and (13) , that grofſe Ignorance and 
darkneſs is in all thy words; Burt the leaft of the children of 
light will ſee thy Ignorance, fo that I need not ſay much, 

Concerning the Mazijtrave,they own none are lawful Magitrates 
who are not of their way, their nox-acknowledgement of the Magi= 
ſtrate, as now eſtabliſhed , in all Chriſtian States #s mare then ma= 
afe(t. 

 Auſw, If thy Aſperſion were ful: proof no more need 
be ſaid , but the Judicious will not eaſily believe chee ; that 
thereisa State of Magittracy is granted by us, and that a true 
Magittrate that Rules well, and Rules in che Power of God 
and is a terror to evil doers, and a praiſe to them that 
do well, and are as nurſing Fathers, who preſerves mens 
Perſons and Eſtates from devourers, as a Father preſerves 
a Child from injury , theſe are Ocdained of God, and 
ſuch we are {ubje& unto for the Lords ſake and for Con- 
{cience ſake , and to every Ordinance of man which is can- 
{iſtant with the honour of God and a pure Conſcience, but 
I believe you have few of them in New England, who are rather 
like Beares and Lyons tearing and rending their Eftates, and 
rends and tears their fleſh,and gnawes it ike Evening Wolves 
that the Prophet ſpeaks of , and would thou have this count= 
edas Gods Anthority ? and we tell thee and all the World in 
tingleneſs of heart and unfeignednels, that our way is Chriſt 
the way to the Father, the Truth and the Life , the Power 
of Gcd andthe Wiſdom of God, and ail that Rule not in his 
Power rule in the Devils power, in the Dragons power,in the 
Feaſts power, who made War with the Lamb and killed the 
Saints, and compelled them to worſhip, and herein they that 
Rule in the Power of God and for God are manifeſt, and 
them that rale in the Dragon and Beaſts power, for they that 
Rule in the Power of God anſwereth Gods witneſs in every 
man,and reaches to that by his A& of Juſtice in the tranſgreſ- 
for, and he reftraineth the evil doer within, and limiteth thar, 
and preſerves the Creature as much as him lies from harm, 
and his Eftate from deſtru&ion,and alſo ſaveth the Innocenc, 
meek and harmleſs from the violence , and from beating and 
fighting, and from them that would deſtroy their Perſons and 
Eſtates; and herein the Magiſtrate that Rules in the Dragons 
power andin the Beaſts power , he 1s alſo made manifeſt, he 


reacheth 
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reacheth not Gods witneſs by his Governing, he lets the 
t.anſgreflor live, and is nor a terrour to evil works and 
workers, but a terrour to them that do well and exerciſe 
a pure Conſcience towards God and man, and may be 
cannot go into the Honſe of Rimmoz , neither can bow to 
Baal, nor be ſubjc& to that which another may (ſet up in his 
will and in hispride, then heafflits the body, the Creature, 
and mars Gods Workmanlhip and defaces it , and doth vio- 
lence tothe Creature, and rendsaway his outward {ubſiſtance, 
and ſayes for his Authority It was ſo ordered at our General 
Court, I mult tell thee, the falſe Chuch, the Mother of Har- 
lots has ridden long upon the Scarlet-coloured Beaſt , which 
has been made drunk with the blood of the Saints, whoſe 
Garments have been red with Scarlet colourz and I know no 
where in any Chriſtian State (ſo called) where he reigns in 
more power then in New Exgland , and you ride upon the 
Beaſt which hath riſen out of the Sea, which is amongſt you , 
and the «beaſt carries you, your Church , on his back bears it 
up, for all your Weapons are but carnal, and that which 
wreſtles with fleſh and blood , whieh the true Church wreſtles 
not with, nor with Creatures, bur with ſpiritual wickedneſs 
and principalities and powers of darkneſs in the Creature , 
and threw that down and ſaved the Creature alive, and re- 
deemed it who was in Captivity. Oh ſottiſh Children, when 
will you learn Wiſdom, and when will you hearken to-reproof 
of 'inſtruftion which 1s the way tolife? but remember this, 
the beait ſhall be caken alive with the falſe Prophet, and them 
that have wrought Miracles before him , and chen ſhall be caſt 
into the Lake of fire. 

They pretend to af from an Tnfallible light withia them , and pro 
feſſes perfefiion in degrees in thiclife , and publiſh ſmart invelives a- 
gainſt Minifters who teachthe contrary. 

Anſw. Wepretend to nothing but to that which God hath 
given us through his free mercy, which we have a true right 
unto, having received him as the Father hath tendered him 
tobea light to open our eyes, and to bea Leaderunto us and 
all his People , and to be Gods Salvation, even tothe ends of 
the earth to them that receive him, and he is that Infallible 
light which the Father ſent intothe world , that all men 
B 3 through 
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chrough him might believe, and he is the true light that lighs- 
neth every man , though every man hath nor received him , 
the faulc is not in the Giver, nor in the gifr , bur in them 
that will not receive, and he that is the life of all men”, hath 
lighted every manthat comes into theworld, and he is in us 
our Hope , and our Glory, the riches of the Gentzles, and the 
riches of all them chart do believe, he is our Way and our Life 
and Peace, I ſay all Glory unto him forever , though thou 
debaſe him & ſet him thusat naught, and for his ſake we can 
bear reproaches aud become fools , in that we have obtained 
that in which true Wiſdom ftands and life Ecernal; And 
what is this Hetrodox to profeſs perfe&ion of degrees in this 
life, is not this Orthodox? uſed not you and do not you gene= 
rally hold perfe&ion in part or parts, and isnot that which 
is perfect in parts perfe& in degrees? He that feels vitory o- 
verone fin by Chrift the Power of God, hath not he ſome part 
inthat which is perfe&, and of that which is perfect? And 
if he witnels (rictory over more , is he not come to a greater 
degree or degrees of the life which is perfet? And he thac 
knows the blood that cleanſeth from all {in , is not he perfect 
and compleat in him who hath made himſo? But art thou 
{o offended at perfe&tion that thou doſt not admit of any part 
or parts, degree or degrees thereof , that thou ſets this down 
as aBlaſphemy? Andics time indeed to reprove you lharply 
who are puffed up in pride and knows nothing, who teaches 
contrary to the perfe&life of Chriſt, or any degree or degrees 
thereof ro be attained unto; thou art perfett in wickednefic, 
and a perfe& Miniſter of Ancichriſt , and a perfe& Heathen , 
and its time to bear Teſtimony againſt you and lay you open , 
and your deceit in the fight of the Sun , that them that have 
but the leaſt glimring of theLighre may behold you ; a pitiful 
Church is that like to be which thou art Paſtor of , 5y ap- 
pointment of the General Court , who cryes out againſt any degree 
of the perfeC life of Chriſt in this life to be obtained or en- 
joyed, a Miniſtcr of fin, a Miniſter of Sathan and unrigate- 
oufneſs, that is thy name, own it. 

In the ninth pagethou art going about to prove thy Trinty, 
as thoucalls it, and thou ſaift, The Father i a diftind [whſijtance, 
and the Son a dijtin@ ſubſijiance, aud the Holy Ghoſt is « dijtind ſut- 
. 4 ita Her, 
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Ftzyce, and thou brings Fon 5, there 1s another bears witneſs 
likewiſe, ſpeaking of rhe Holy Ghoſt, he calls him another, and 
this axothcr thou ſayes , Is Tntelegitle of the Eſſrnce , and then 


ſaith , What is more manifeſt they auother ſbſjtance , and another 


ſ:lfiftance fpeaks diſtin ſubſiftances , and thou ſaith, The Spirit is. 
caled the band of Trimity. DIY 


Aiſw, Auither is not underſtood of another being of ano- 
ther life or another ſubſtance, but is underſtood of axother Mae 
aifeſtation or Operation of the ſame God who lubiilts.mn' the 
{ame Powerin which the Father the: Son and the Spirirſubſi- 
fteth, as I ſaid unto thee before, axother , as ta diltinguiſh of 
the Operation and Work of the Spirit, and of the Son, we 
donot refuſe; but to nake three diftin& eſſences and beings 
is ignorance and errour, as thou ſaith , Another 32 inteliegible of 
the Eſſence, and ſo thou haſt made three Eſſences, three Sub= 
fitances,tbree Perſons and three Gods; but welay there is but one 
God, and there z three that bears record in Heaven, the Father, the 
IrVord aud the Spirit, and theſe three are one, Now as for Subs 
tiftance and Eſſence, they are unſound words coyned of'your 
{el ves, from your dark imaginations, in which there isno truth 
at all, but tocaſt a miſt, Now where the Holy Ghoft is cal- 
ied a Perſox in the Scripturel have never read , and where 1t 
is called the hand of Trinity I have never heard of before thee , 
and ſo rhy blind ignorant conclufons and Sophiſtical arguing 
will have litcle place with them that are come to know the 
Teachings with the Spirit, and alfo keep toa form of ſound 
words, which thou cannot, 

And thou ſaith , He that ſexdeth and be' that is ſent are diſtin, 
and ſo the Father ſending the Son, and the Sou ſent of the Father, and 
the Father and the Son ſending the Spirit , and the $ pirit ſent by the 
Father aud tbe Sou are diſt inGi ſubſiftances,ond not the ſame. 

He that ſends and he that is ſenr may be diſtinguiſhed, but 
he that ſendeth and him that is ſent is not ſo diſtin & afaroff 
oneanother , but that him that ſendeth is with him that is 
ſent; and ſo God was in Chriſt reconciling the world , and 
then how were they diſtin one from the other, and by him 
wasall things made, and Chriſt was nor ſodiſtin& or afar off 
at a diſtance when the Heavens and the Earth was made; ſo 
that it is truly (aid , without him nothing was made that was 
made, 


(16) 

made , and the Spirit of God which may be diſtinguiſhed in 
regard of its Operation, yet it was not ablent or diſtin& from 
the Father. and the Son in the Creation, neither is abſent 
from the Son in the Regeneration, or work of Redemp- 
tion. + 

And then in thy Anſwer to an Objef&ion which thou makeſt 
thy ſelf, How the Dofrine of life was Communicated vocally by the 
Patriarchs , but it #4 not ſonow 3 and in thy Anſwer thou faith, 
The Scripture is not neceſſary, abſolutely , but ie being Gods Will 
to Communicate life rhrough the Scripture, hence the Scrip- 
ture is neceſſary; and then thou ſayes , Not the letter without 
the mind of the Authour , ner the Spirit without the Scripture; and 
that the words in the 17th of Fohn 22. That they may be one as we 
are one; theſe words give an uucertain found , thou faiſt; and 
further thou ſaiſt, Syrely , they are under a Rule of life who have 
not the Spirit ſince the Canon of the Scripture is cloſed , ſo far is the 
Spirit from being a Rule of life, that to us #t is not the Spirit, except it 
move in the written word, 
 Anſw. Groſs darkneſs is thy dwelling-place, and out of 
"thick darkneſs all this pitiful confuſion cometh , the Do&rine 
of life was Communicated accoruing to the will and mind 
of God, ſometime by Dream, ſometime by Viſion, ſometime 
by Revelation to the Patriarchs and Believers from Abel till 
Moſes, and by Faith they were followers of Chriſt, and doubt- 
leſs they did Communicate in their Generation thoſe things 
that were manifeſt unto them by the Spirit, which was the 
chen Rule and Guide to the feet of the uprightin the way of 
Peace before any Scripture was written, and if the Scripture 
be not neceſſary abſolutely , thou haſt ſaid as much as we ſay, 
therefore we' ſpeak of a Rule ard a Way which isabſolute 
neceflary, without which no man can know the Father or the 
Son, nor the way of Peace, but by the Spirit of truth which 
gave forth the Words of truth, which may manifeſt and doth 
manifeſt it (elf as it will, when it will, where it will, and how 
it will, forit is unlimitted,, and it willnot be limitted by its 
own words as to ſound, bur nay ſpeak words which it never 
ſpoke before, as for inſtance, Paul by the Spirit ſaid, The ſecond 
Adam the Lord from Heaven us a quickning Spirit , which none of 
the Scriptures before written ſpeaks in theſe very words, _ 
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if the Spirit be not Spirit 65s." 8 the Letter , then where 
the Letteris wanting the Spirit is wanting, and conſequent» 
ly them that have the Scripture have the Spirit, which were 
no leſs then ignorance and darkneſsto ſay, and what Rule 
are they under who have not the Spirit or no mealure 
of ir, there is but the Spirit of Trath and the ſpirit of er- 
rour , and they that arenct ruled by the Spirit of Truth , 
they are ruled by the ſpirit of errour, though they may 
have the words to fight with and quarrel about without the 
lifes Burt laft of all thou haſt in plain words ſet the dead 
letter before the living Spiric, and ſaith, That the Spirit is n9 
Spirit except at ſpeak, by the Scripture; and if the words of 
Chriſt in the 17th of Fobx give an uncercain ſound , it is 
but tothy deaf ear andtothy blind underſtanding , for he 
ſpoke ſoundly and certainly, and prayed to the Father that 
as the Father and he was one, ſo they alſo might be one , 
being guided by the one Spirit of the Father in the Son,and 
that they might live in the Unity of it, and have Unity 
one with another in it, and with the Father and the Son, 

In thy 15th page, though chou haſt ſet up the Letter for 
a perfe& Rule of life, yet here thou throws it down again, 
and ſaith , It to be underſtood as including conſeqvences, for the 
greateſt part of Scripture us conſequences, and the Scripture cannot 
be true without conſequences , for Thomas and Mary are neither 
commanded obedience or forbidden diſobedience , for we 0 where 
read thou Thomas or thou Mary are therein commanded obedience 
or forbidden diſobedience, ſuch a one by name do this or that, 

Anſw. I told thee the Spirit of God is unlimitted, and 
whether it ſpeaks of degrees or meaſures of a greater or leſs 
thing , or whether it ipeaks the greater firſt and the leſſer 
after, whether it ſpeaks from Major to Mizor,or from Minor to 
Major , or what may truly follow either from che greater 
tothe leſs or from the leſs to the greater it is all truth , but 
thy Conſequences 15 no part of this, the Spirit ſtill demon= 
ſtrates its own mind Ly what words and terms and ex- 
Preſſions it pleaſerh , and will not be limitted or confined 
to this or that formot words , and thou errs grofly , nei- 
ther knowing the Scripture nor oo Power of God, and thy 
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Conſequences are falſe, for there are the individual perſons 
or naines of Thomas and Mary , both commanded obedience 
and forbidden diſobedience, and if thou have never read 
this in Scripture, I inform thee and inſftra&thee, thon ma 
read the 2oth of fohbyx 16, 17. where Jeſus ſaith unto Mary, 
ſhe turned herſelf and (aid unto him Rahboni , which is to 
ſay Maſter, Jeſus ſaid unto her , Touch me not, for I am not y2t 
aſcended; here is a Prohibition , and forbidding that the 
ſhould not touch him , ſecondly here is command of obe- 
dience , But go unto my Brethrex and ſay untothem T aſcend to my 
Fathcr and yoir Father, tomy God and your God; and in the 
ſame Chapter thou may read in the 27th where Chriſt ſpoke 
unto Thomas by name (after his Reſurre&ion ) then ſaid hero 
Thomas, reach hither thy finger and behold my hands, and reach 
hither thy hand and thru(t it into my fide 3 here was a Command 
to be obeyed , and be yot faithieſs, there is aprohibition or a 
forbidding of unbelief, and fo thy fooliſhneſs is manifeſt 
and ignorance of the Scripture, fome of it thou ſayes is an 
uncertain ſound, and the Scriptures fore-mentioned thou 
haſt denied or elſe never haſt read it, and fo art unacquain- 
ted with thy Rule which chou quarrels and fights ſo much 
about, 

And then thou comes and ſayes , Thou wilt vindicate ſome 
Scriptures, and Cites 1 Fohi 9. That this was the true light which 
lizhteth every man that comes into the world , hence they affirm 
that there is a light in every man , which being followed is an 
Tafallible guide , and that this light which lighteth every man is the 
Rrvle of life , and not the written word 3; thy Anſwer is, The 
ſence of the Text is notoriouſly falſe and thy reaſon is if Chriſt the 
true light that lighteth every man be the Rule , then righteouſneſſe 


hold be Ly the Law ; for the light which 3s in every man #4 not 


Goſpel light , but there js a natural light or the light of Nature, 
which is tobe conſirued in oppoſition to ſpiritual , and the light 

Natire and the light of the Spirit are contradiſftind,and bythis light 
of Nature there 1s a difference put betwixt that which is good and 
bad, and it will teach us not tolye nor ſteal , andit will lead to the 
_— of one Gad ,, and yet tt is in oppoſition to one ſpirit , and it 
w1l! lead to know Eternity omnipoteaty , and it will lead to know 
| the 
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the Creator, yet it is contradiftind to the ſpirit, _ | 

Aaſw, The Scripture needs none of thy Vindication, for 
thou haſt defamed it and fayes Chriſts words is an uncer- 
tain ſound , and thou haſt ſaid that neither Mary nor Thomas 
was commanded obedience; thou may look back of thy lyes 
and repent of them', and why is the ſence of the Text ut- 
terly falſe, that Chrift was thecrue light that lighterh every 
man that cometh into the world without exception, and 
why is this utterly falſe, if he be followed , that he who is 
the true light 1s an Infallible guide, and the Rule of life, 
hath be not enlighted every man that comes into the world? 
1f thou make exceptions where the Spirit makes none, then 
thou perverts the Scripture; doth nor he ſay I am the lighr 
of theworld, the world in the Scriptures account 1s ſet im 
oppolicion to believers, for believers are not of this world, 
but are redeemed out of it, as for example, God foloved 
the world that he ſent his Son into the world , that whoſo- _ 
ever did believe in him might nor periſh, but have Everla- 
iting life, for it 1s manifeſt that the Saints and Believers had 
life given already that followed Chriſt and were his ſheep, 
and ſaith Chriſt , I put them forth and go before them, and owe 
into them Eternal life; and he ſaid to them who had nat E- 
ternal life, While you have the light believe in it, that you may be 
the Children of it; and is not Chriſt Gods Righteouſneſs, who 
is given for a Covenant of light to the blind, and dead, 
and lame,& tothe dumb to open their eyes,to quicken them, 
to make them leap as a Hart, and their tongue to ſing and 
utter forth praiſe 3 we fay Righteouſneſs is not by the Law, 
bur by Chrift that lighteth every man whois the end of the 
Law , and why is not the light which lighterh every man 
Goſpel light , ſeeing it is ſaid , G9 Preach the Gsſpe! in every 
Creature under Heaven” go learn what that means, and if na- 


-tural light muſt be conſtrued in oppoſition to ſpiritual, and 


the light of Nature contradiſtin&t to the light of the Spi- 
rit , then it mult needs be finful , for that which oppoleth 
ſpiritual light & 1s ſec in oppoſition againſt its leading , muſt 
needs be ſinful, and that which is contra or againſt the lighe 
of the Spirit niuſt needs be ſinful; and then if itbeas 
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thou haſt ſaid, and if this uM be the true ſence of thar 
Scripture, that it muſt be underſtood of natural light, and 
that natural light thou conſtrues in oppoſition to ſpiritual, 
and ſaith it is contradiſtin& to the light of the Spirit, and 
in oppoſition unto ir, that which is againſt che Spirits light 
or the light of the Spirit muſt needs be darkneſs, iinful and 
evil, and yet thou haſt confeiſed it will teach thar none 
ought tolye or ſteal, andto know one God, and the Crea- 
tor, and Eterniry and Omnipotency , and yet it muſt be 
taken in oppolition to the Spirit, and contradiftinf from 
the Spirit 3 that which leads co know the Creator and Eter- 
icy and Omnipotency 1s that Spirit of God, through 
which God and the things of God are revealed, and 
that that teaches that a man ſhould not lye, that is truch , 
and that chat leads from iin, and accuſes for evil-doing and 
conviats, that is the Spirits light , as ir is written, he ſhall 
convince theworld of tin; and io thou likea man who harh 
loſt all aim, rambles up and down in every by-path, and 
like a blind man gropes, but cannot enter into the Treaſure- 
houſe of Wiſdom , thou haſt called the Jight that every one 
15 lighted with, the Righteouſneſs of: the Law, and no Gol 
pel light, and in oppoſition to ſpiritual, and contradiſtinCt 
co the Spirit, and in a word hath made at it at the beſt con- 
ftrugion bur bad and-evil, and then when thou haſt done 
thou confeſſeth that it will put a difference between good & 
evil, and ſhew that God 1s to be worſhipped, and Erernity 
is known and Omnipotency; And are not theſe the deep 
things of God? And ſoB-byloz is the Land of thy nativi- 
ty. and thou reels and ſtaggers up and down likea drunken 
man, and would bea Teacher, and knows not whereof thou 
affirms, nor of what thou ſpeaks, 
Further thou ſaith, That thi little light there 34, is much mic 
carried, and thy Reaſon #s , becauſe it is managed by the reigning 
power of darkueſs, and the judgement of man is corrupt , and there 
thou goes on, the light of nature ſince the fall is not to be compared 
(faiſt thou) with the light of the Image of God before the fall , aud 
it hath no proportion with Goſpel light , but is groſs darkneſs , #ay, 
:s worſe then groſs darkyeſs. | 
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Anſw, Aud how did the light miſcarry thou blind-man, 
and when did the Reigning power of darkneſs manage ir, 
ſceing that there 1s no fellowſhip betwixt light and dark- 
neſs , and. the light which every man 1s lighted with hach 
born witneſs againſt darkneſs and the Reigning power or it, 
and though the judgment of man be corrupt, his miſcarrzage 
is becauſe he hath not minded che lighr, and becaule be 
hath turned his back on it, and chen {in entred , and then 
came to Reign in the power of darkneſs, and corrupred the 
heart,and this hath made man miſcarry; and though thou 
ſay that che light which lighteth every man is not compared 
with the light of the Image of God before the fall, and hath 
no proportion,Vlete]l thee ajriddle go learn what it means, 
the light of che Image of God before the fall is che ſame in 
it ſelf after the fall, and holds its proportion, and is no 
whit leſsned or deminifhed in its purity in its (elf, although 
fallen man do not ſee it neither can behold it, becauſe 1in 
hath entred and death by fin, and toaar is it which obſcnrech 
the Image of Gcd from man., and its light, yer the light 
ſhined in darkneſs, but thou concludes it is darknels, yea 
worſe then groſſe darkneſs, and thou brings a proof to prove 
it , ye were darkyeſs, the Apoſtle doth not ſay that the light 
which ſhined in darkneſs was darkneſs or worſe then 
groſle darkneſle as thou ignorantly ſaith , but he ſaid 
the Epbeſians or the men of Epheſus: were darkneſs, and 
not the light in them which ſhined in darkneſs, though the 
darkneſs comprehended it not; but how now Fohy Norton, 
what will the General Court of Boſton ſay when they ſee thy 
confufion laid open, and the deceit made manifeſt to thine 
and their ſhame and ignorance, thou confeſt in the 16, page, 
that it would lead to know God and the worſhip of God, aud Teach 
not to lie aud ſteal,and ſo forth , and to diſcover ſome of Gods At- 
tributes, as Eternity,omnipotency , and the like, here was ſome 
good in itin thy own account, bur now its become greſſe 
darkyeſs , in the 18. page aud worſe then groſſe darkneſs , and 
ſo hath made as bad if not worle then any Principle that is 
in a Beaſt; and it may truely be ſaid of thee even in thy 
own phraſe. 
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But now thou comes toa further interpretation of 1 Fob.9. 
and thou faith the light which we are enlightned with it us either 
rhe light of nature the light of reaſon or the light of ſaving Grace, 
and th: light ealightning is either the Word conſidered as tae ſecond 
Perſon or Chrijt the Sou conſidered as Incarnate, 

Anſw. It ſeems that thon knowes not which 1t is, but 
oueles like a blind man, and like a wild Archer ſhootes ac 
random ; and why doſt thou make ſuch diſtin&ion betwixc 
the Word the Son of God, and Chriſt the Son of God, thou 
made but three Perſons in the Trinity before, but it ſeems 
by thy arguing thou would now make four; Andas for tliy 
Collective and diſtributive light,the diſtin&ions 1s that which 
would caſt a miſt before Peopleeyes, and rhou brings the 
Judgement of Calvin, Beſar,and Piſcator, and others, that as 
concerning man endued onely with the light remaining 
lince the fall,they conclude him to be darkneſs and unable 
ro comprehend the light or to improve tit to ſalvation, their 
judgements is more ſound then thine, though thou would 

bring them to ſtrengthen thee that the Son of God hath not 
enlightned every man,they confeſſe, the man in the fall is 
in darkneſs, and darknels is over him,and in that he is not 
ableto comprehend the light which isin him, andas tothe 
:mprovement Of it, in the darkneſs man hath not power to 
improve it to ſalvation , bur what doth this invalidate the 


lighe which is in darkneſs,the power of improving is in the. 


light being curned to again and received 3 and what if I ſay 
It is the light of Life in its {elf though thou deny 1t,I know 
what I (peak ; for in him was life and 1s life , and that life 
15 the light of men, and the light of the world , and fo thar 
light which every man is lighted with,zis of the life and from 
the life, and ſo may truely be faid co be the light of life in it 
ſelf, though man in the cranſgreſſion doth not feel it ſo as 
to him, but may truely ſay it is the lighc of condemnation, 
becaule he feels it ſo in the operation thereof, being mm the 
tranſgreſſion,it convicteth, reproveth,accuſech and condemn- 
eth for evil, and therefore it cannot be rhe light of ”_ ro 
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him, till it be received cloſed with obeyedand followed, 
and then the back is turned upon the rranſgrefſion , and 
man is come out of the darkneſs; and therefore the Apoſtle 
ſpoke well and underſtandingly according toknowledge,that 
which was ordained for life wrought death in him, that was 
becauſe the Law was againſt him, and he in the contrary 
nature to it, the ignorance of many wile men (fo account- 
ed) in this generation is ſuch,that when they ſee or feel con= 
crary effe&s,they judge there muſt needs be contrary ſub- 
jets or obje&s becauſe there are different effe&ts;for now the 
ſame light which ſhewes evil and accuſes for it , and judges 
for it , there is one operation, and excuſes him that loves it 
and obeyes it, here is another operation, that which con- 
vinceth the world of {in,of Righteouſneſs & of Judgement, 
and that which conſolates and gives peace to the believer is 
the ſelf ſame ſpirit 3 ſo here is not two ſpirits or two lights, 
ſo that he which kindles a fire in the Earth, and appears in 
games of fire, and rendreth vengeance upon all them that 
obey not the Goſpel which is the Power of God,hereis one 
work or operation of Chriſt, the ſame bringeth Peace, Joy 
andgladneſs , and refreſhment, and makes the ſprings of 
life to buble up in them that believe, here is another ope- 
ration yet the ſame Chriſt ; theſe things I write to inform 
thee andall where this may come, that that is truely an 
appearance of Chriſt which ſheweth ſin and condemns ic 
in any meaſure,- and he alone is the Judge of the quick 
andthe dead, and if all Judgement be committed to the 
Sou, then to be Judged for lying for ſtealing, and for 
wronging any man, it iS the work of Chriſt and the work of 
the Son. Uh man thou haſt much to repent of, and thy igno= 
rance is great, Which hath called Chriſt the light or the 
light of Chrift, or the light of life darkneſs, and contra- 
diſtin& to the Spirit, and worſe then grofle darkneſs , fo 
this is thy concluſion againſt the firſt of Fob and the 9g. that 
Chriſt hath not enlightned every man or all men that come 
into the world, but all men ſoqualified of every fort, ſo then 
by thy concluſion the firſt of Fohz and the 5. verie gives an 
uncertain ſound, like the 17:of Fohy and £2l0 then its quali- 
| fications: 
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fications of men that procures light from Chriſt, and ſo its 
not of Grace but of debt, bur if it be of debt, which 
is owing unto a Perſon ſo qualified, then it is not of 
eifr,but thou errs in thy Judgement, for it is by the gift of 
righteouſneſs that Juſtification comes upon all that believes, 
it is not this or that qualification before their converfion 
which is any cauſe of Gods enlightning them, buc it is the 
free love of God unto man without exceptions , or reſpeCt 
of Perſons that he hath lighted every man, to the intent that 
all and every man might ſee his Error and depart from it, 
and turn to him that ſhewes him it, who would have all men 
ſaved and come to the knowledge of the Truth,zand ſuch is 
the large love of God unto whole man-kind , which thou 
wouldit reſtri& and bind up to ſuch and ſuch Perſons ſo qua» 
kfiedzas though qualifications of Perſons were a Meritorious 
cauſe wherefore Chriſt was bound to give them light, this 
is rank Popery, and n2t according to the Dofrine of godli- 
nels. 

And thou citeſt the 2 Pet.1.19. Ie bave a more ſure word of 
propheſie, whereunto you do well that you take heed as unto a light that 
ſhineth in a dark place,untill the day dawn and the day Star ariſe 
in your hearts , hence it as inferred, thou ſaith , that after the 
reception of the Spirit there is no need to attend to the Scripture, and 
ſothou goes on and ſayes the word of propheſie is the Scripture of 
the Old Teſtament , that thou art to take heed unto untill the day 
dawned and the day Star ariſed in their hearts;and that untill ſignt- 
fies for ever, 

Aſw. And here thou art in confufion, I know none that 
makes any ſuch inference but thy ſelf, for the Scripture is 
ſeen moſt clearly, who know the day dawn and the day-ftar 
ariſen in their hearts; and firſt thou ſayes, we are to un- 
derftand the Word of Prophecy the whole Scripture, and 
then in the ſame page ſaith, thatPeter expounds the word 
propheite of the Old Teſtament onely ,*fothen Peters Expo- 
lition by thy account, and thine is different , thou ſayes 
he ſpoke of the Old Teſtament, and thy interpretation is of 
the whole Scripture, but thou halt miſt ic, both of 
Peter and thy (elf, for Peter wrote unto People in that 
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Epiſtle in ſeveral States, yer they all might be ſaid to 
be believers , according to a proportion of faith given 
unto them, and in that which thou haſt cited 2 Pt. 1. 
15. we have alſo a more ſure word of Propheſie , Here 
is to be underſtood firſt a ſure word , Secondly a more 
ſureword, for the Apoſtle in that Chapter ſpeaking of their 
diligence towards them that did believe, and declared unto 
them that they had not followed deviſed fables, when we 
nade known unto you the Power and coming of our Lord 
ſeſus Chrift, but are eye witneſſes of his Majeſty, verſe 16, 
and heard the voice from this excellent glory, this is my be= 
lsved Son in whom Tam well pleaſed, when we were with him 
in the Mount, this was as ſurea word to the Apoſtles as any 
that ever the Prophets had ſpoken before was to them,and 
ſo the Old Teſtament could not be more ſure then this 
which they had from the excellent glory, but this was not 
ſo ſure unto them to whom Peter wrote, and this was 
only the Apoſtles Declaracion, but the word of propheſie un- 
to which he exhorred them unto was nearer them then any 
of the Prophets words or the Apoſtles Teſtimony of what 
they had heard in the Mount, the teſtimony of Jeſus is the 
Spirit of prophelie, to wit that which bears witneſs againſt 
ſin and to righteouſneſs, from this the Prophets ſpoke, and 
this was that publike thing or Spirit,and they that [peak not 
from it {peak from a private ſpirit of their own, and this 
word of Prophelie or that wherein they could lee or foreſee 
things tocome,they were to take heed unto as unto a light 
which ſhined in a darkplace, and this was the more {ure 
word which he dire&ed to,which in all thy Book thou quarels 
againſt , and through this they taw the appearance, and 
knew the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Power and 
great Glory,and did ce the day dawn and the day Star arite 
in their hearts , and they were to attend to this not onely 
before , but allo after , for by the Word of his Teſtimony 
the Saints did overcome, andfo all thy Interpretations are 
faiſe, and thine1s the private Interpretation,and not from 
chat ſure word of propheſie _ che Prophets and be- 
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lievers took heed unte, and chrough which they interpreted 
chings truely according to the mind of God. 

As for che ſtory of falſe Teachers ariſing and prevailing 
among People, and what the ſignal nature is, and thou ſayelt 
they are ſout as ſcourges and as judgements to them who haye not 
received the Truth in the love of it , and thou brings a Scri- 
pture,I came in my Fathers Name and ye received me not, John 5. 
but if another ball come in his own Name him you will re 
Ce1Ves, 

Its manifeſt that thou comes not in his name nor in Chriſts 


Name,and if not ſo,in thy own name thou comes by the ap= 


pointment of the General Court at Bzſtoz, and ſo there will 
few believe thy fabulous ſtories which are not worth rehear- 
ſal,which will caſt a miſt before the eyes of them who cannoc 
ſee through thy deceit , and the ſum is, thou ſayeſt, of all 


chat the Do@rines of Devils audatiouſly deſeminated, pre= 
"*rending themſelves to be ſent of God, are fignal tigns of 


evil times, 

The Doctrine of Devils hath long beer feminated audaci- 
ouſly by numerous falſe teachers and falſe Prophets, as Chriſt 
foretold in Mat, 23. and 24 which Fohy (aw come i Fohz 12. 
lictle Children it is the laſt times, ye have heard that Anti- 
chriſts ſhould come and even now there are many , and 
they have Ruled long in moſt parts of the Earth , that Fobn 
faid the whole World wondred after the Beaſt, and this hath 
been a fad time theſe 13. or 14. hundred years wherein 
the true Church, the Woman cloathed with the Sun hath 
been in the wilderneſs, in a ſolitary place exiled becauſe of 
the Beaſts power , and the Dragons Power and the falſe 
Prophets Miracles, and becauſe of the DoGrines of Devils, 
has made it a ſad time and an evil time, ſuch as thou haſt 
taught (72. ) that rhe light which'every man is lightned 


with is grofle darkneſs, and worſe then grofſe darknets, and. 


that Chriſt lefe Political Officers, and thar the Lords Supper 
1s a Viſtble Political Church Qcdinance, and that Baptiſm is 
a vilible Political Church Ordinance, and that 1t 1s blaſ- 
phemy to hold perfe@ion of degrees in this life , and that 
30ne can be cleanſed from fin while upon Earth, theſe and 
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the like Do&rines of Devithdch been ſown which thou now 
audatiouſly Seminates by the appointment of the General 
Court at Botox, but the time drawes near an end,the night 
is far ſpent, and the day is at hand when the Beaſt ſhall 
be taken alive, and the old Dragon laid hold on, and the 
Mother of Harlots burned with fire, and the falle Prophets 


which have wroughts miracles before the Beaſt, and has 


cryed as thou crycſt him up in New England, who is able to 
make War with toatyurd hath ſhed the blood of the Saints 
of the moſt high God which will lie as a ſtain upon your Poli- 
tical Church as thou calls it, which will not eaſily be waſhed 
away , the time of your mirth in Sodom and Egypt is near 
an end,though you ſtrengthen oneanother and make merry, 
yet wo will come when all theſe before mentioned goes down 
alive into the pit together, and when the Sea is dried up chat 
your traffique will not gooff, then alas ſhall be the note of 
her Merchants , who have traded with her Sorceries and 
witchcrafts , and have made People drunk that they have 
reeled and ſtaggered and have been all like a Sea unſtable, 
and have not known the Rock of Ages upon whom all that 
do believe are eſtabliſhed. 

T hou (ayes the Goſpel is a conſtitution or effe tempered of the 
Grace of God and of the blood of Chrijt. 

' Anſe, The Goſpel thou knowes not, but builds with thy 
untempered morter , and unſeaſoned words, and what 1s 
the Goſpel an ette& of, it is not onely an effe& of an opera- 
tion, but it is that which operates and is the Power of 
God , which will confound all this mudd and all theſe 
muddy traditions which you mix with the Scriptures and 
calls them Goſpel. 

And now thou comes to the diſtru&iveneſs of the Doftrine 
of the ©rakers, to Religion, the Churches of Chriſt and 
Chriſtian States, becaule thou ſaylt zi appears 3x this from the 
nature of the obj: they ſingle out to fiaht againſt , as the Trinity, 
Chrijt th: Script: re, Order both Civil aud Eccleſuajtical as infti- 
tuted in the Goſpel. 

As ts choc Principles I baveanſwered before in part,bute 
duſt thou teil of civil orderin your ſtate or in your Political 


D 2 Chuucch 


EEE Rs dn. 


28) 

Church as thou calls it, is So to be counted a civil Scate, 
who deſtroyes the Creatures Gods workmanſhip, and de- 
ftroyes mens Eſtates and ſells their free-born Children as 
bond-ſlaves? doft thou Judge that theſe Rules well accor- 
ding to the appointment of God, whois a terror to 
them that do well, and an encourager of violence and 
cruelty ? as your late ations hath ſufficiently evinced, and 
as for the order of your Political Church, wehave heard 
of it that you are as acompany cf wild Beares, rending 
and tearing , and ſtops gloves and napkins , and binds keys 
over their mouthes, that they may not ſpeak the Word of 
Truth amongſt youzcontrary to Primitive order, andas for 
the Dofrine of the Quakers, many who knowes it better 
then thee , knowes 1t co he diſtrugive to nothing, but to 
the DoE&rine of Antichriſt and ſuch vngodly DoGrines as 
thou haſt laid down in this Book, as that that light which 
Chriſt hath ealightned every one withall is groſſe darkneſs, 
and worſe then grofſe darkneſs , and that the Supper of the 
Lord is a viliblePolitical Ordinance,and ſuch black dodrines 
as theſe our DoCtrines are diftru&ive unto. 

And further thou goes on and tells, the work agaznlt order is 
policy againjt pobicy, the policy of Hell againſt the pollicy of Hea- 
Ven. 

Ic ſeems your order ſtands in pollicy both in your Church 
and Stare,and in craft fraud and deceit, and thou Judges 
that Heaven ftands in policy to, but he that fits in Heaven 
laughes you to fcorn with all your deceit and pollicy, 

And now thou comes to thy proof and ſaith, that Dofr:ne 
that denyes obedience to Magiſtracy in his due Subjeft, in 
effett denyes thc order of Magiſtracy , but their Dofrine denyes 
obedience to Magiitracy in its due Subject, therefore their Dorine 
denyes the order of Magiſiracy. 

Anſw. The Major and Minor is both falſe, for we own Ma- 
ciſtracy in its due ſubje&t which ſtands in che Power of God 
and in the higherPower,and that which leads into crderand 
out of confujion and diſtruction 3 and thou muſt notthink 
to faſten Stork and Muxcer upon us for thy proof, what as 
they did ſtands upon their account and not upon ours, and 
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that miſchievous ſpirit of thine is that which preſſeth on the 
Magiltrate to abule his Power, and to intrude into thofe 
things which belongs not to him , to keep up your confuſed 
Babel which thou calls a Political Church, which muſt all be 
ſcattered with the breath of his mouch and with the bright= 
"_ of his coming, whom thou yer Judges to be groſs dark- 
neſs. 

In thy 15th page, in the 44th page thou ſpeaks That ti- 
fible Political Church , Church- Officers and Church-Ordinances 
are Goſpel Injtitutions appointed by Chriſt to continue to the end of the 
world , and that Command which Paul gave to Timothy 7s to be 
kept, and that viſible Political Church Ejtate is to coutiane to the end 
of the world, ; 

Anſw. I ſee thou art ignorant of God, Chriſt, Heaven , 
Church , Church-Othcers, Ordinances and Infticutions , 
the Churches of Chriſt were eſtabliſhed by and in the - 
Power of God, and the Miniſters thereof minittred, walked 
and ruled in the Power of God, and the Ordinances and 
Inſtitutions of the true Church of God are pure and fpiri- 
cual , but the Church that thou art pleading for the conti- 
nuation thereof,is a Political Church, Political Ordinances, 
Political Othcers, Political Inſtitutions , Political Paſtors 
and Teachers, the Lords Supper a Political Ordinance , 
Baptiſm a Political Ordinance, theſpiritnal Councel wich 
Paul gave to Timothy about the Elders of the Church, and a= 
bout the Holy PraQife which they were towalkin, and the 
oodly converſation this thou calls Policical ; nay, further- 
more thou ſaiit, Heaven ſtands ix Policy ; and in thy fourth 
Chap. ſaith, To Chriſt beloags the prerogative of being the onely 
Politician 3 theſe and thelike damnable dofrines and he- 
refies thou haſt uttered forth, and thele muſt be proved from 
the firſt of Zim. 3.15. and Chap, 3. did Pay! when he wrote 
to Timothy waen he gave him direCtion about Elders and ſuch 
as took care of theChurch of God, did he ſay a Bilhop is a 
Political Officer , and muſt. be blameleſs? or did he lay a 
Deacon is a Polical Othcer and muſt be grave? And there- 
fore Reader thou may read theſe Scriptures; x Tim. 6. 14. 
x. Core 14+ 35s anFthou mailt ſee this Sophiſter, and this 

D 3 Warn 


: g ; ® + Y 
Mage SE als cnt buernny 


O 
man that 1s void of anderfionding, whocryeth up the Scri- 
pure for a Rule of life, and yer holds ſuch a Church, ſuch 
Paſtors, ſuch Officers, ſuch Ordinances , ſuch Inſtitutions 
which the Scripture makes no mention of, and therefore 
this man having made a Monſtrous body, a Politick Church, 
he imagines a head like it , and therefore blaſphemouſly 
ſaith, Chriſt is the greateſt Politician 3 much I need not ſay 
unto this black dark ſtuif, which is tobe confounded, which 
is imaginary and deceit, which the wrath of God muſt ſcat- 
ter; but this 1 ſay to thee, there was no Officers in the 
Church of Chriſt, but they were Miniſters made ſo by the 
Spirit, and were made ſo by the Holy Ghoſt, and were Mi- 
niſters of the Spirit and not of the Letter, and ſome were 
Elders and Ruled in the Church and Churches, which was 
ſan&ified by God the Father and preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and theſe were ſpiritual, and not Political ; but thou haft 
cleared and quietted your ſelves from being any ſuch 
Church, and that which you call the Sacrament which thou 
calls viſible and Political,and brings x Cor.12.for thy proof, 
did Paul ſay asoften as ye eat this Political bread,and drink 
this viſible Political Cup you ſhew forth che Lords death till 
he come ? and did Chriſt when he ſent forth his Diſciples to 
preach and to Baptize in the 2$th of Matth. xg. which thou 
pleads muſt continueuntil the end of the world? did he ſend 
them and fay,go andTeach and Preach the vilible & Politick 
Word of the Kingdom, and Baptize them with viſible Poli- 
tical water, and that this ſhould contiuue to the end of 
the world ? And little marvel if the Throne of Sachan be 
exalted among you,and ſuch Miniſters as thou who Miniſters 
deceit, andunrighteouſnels and ungodlineſs, art ſet to be 
a Teacher, and appointed ſo by the General Court , who 
cannot ſpeak a form of ſound words, but like a Phyloſopher, 
a Star-ga-er, an Aftrologian or a Stage-player, which them 
chat reads chy book will fee thy cradt frothed with ſuch 
black dark ſentences which are like Enchantments. 
As for Beckald and Knipperdetling , and Qwintinins and Po- 


quins, thou might have taken up thy Pentyere now , and not 


have brought all this rambling ſtuff ofEcf the Hiſtory of 
the 
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the Germans, which thou woulda caft upon our backs 3 the 
Biſhops uſed to caſt it upon your backs, and you upon the 

aptiits backs 3 but now we muſt bear alj,and :uou in envy 
unto us, that thereby thou might repreſent us odious to the 
world hath made them all Qzakers, and laith, ney are our 
Predeceflours, take them to thy (elf and joyn them to your 
Political Church, and your Policical Ordinances, and your 
Politick Noarines , which is of the ſame nature with theirs, 
which you maintain and pphold with carnal weapons, as 
they did theirs. 

And laſt of all thou art coming to the Magiſtrates power 
im matters of Religion under the Goſpel, and thou faith, 
Notwithſtanding manifold evils prevails , and the wiles of the Devil 
are great and malignant, and hereſie which # a horrid aſpe;z yet 
thou ſaith, There ix Balm in Gilead , and a Phyſician there 
and the Balm and che Phyfician is that thou ſaith, God hath 
armed the Magiſtrate with Civil power for the defeace of R-ligion , 
through the Concurrences of Devine Benedifiion, and the Magiirate 
is to vindicate the truthof God , and alſo exerciſe his Power for Cu- 
ring the Offenders , and for his proof he brings 1 Tz. t. 25, 
of whom is Hymenins and Alexander , whom I have delivered 
up unto Sathan. 

Anſlt ſeems yourGoſpel that you preach hath not power in 
it to prevail againſt Herefte , neither your weapons are able 
to prevail which are bnt carnal; andlo the Power toſup. 
preſs Herelte and Convince Gain-ſayers is wholly withour 
you,and though you Cenſure and Excommunicate,and deli- 
ver up to Sathan,as you fay,yet you being in Sathans power, 
that which is againſt you hath Power over you; and there= 
fore you are fain tocry up the Beaſts power, which alwayes 
made War with the Saints under the name of Hereticks,and 
you fay , that in exerciling of his Power is but defenſive, 
I ſay yes it is offeniive and diſtruQive to the Government of 
Chriſt and his Prerogative, unto whom all Power belongs 
both in Heaven and Earth, and the Government lies upon 
his ſhoulders, who is a wonderful Councellor, of whoſe 
Goverment thereis no end; and heis able to defend his 
Church; and furthermore to take away thy objeGion is _ 
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ling,and furthermore hath promiſed to keep hisChurch that 
the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it; and therefore 
thou who would have the civii Magiſtrate to intrude into 
thoſe things which belongs not to him , would have them 
Uſurpersand Traytors unto Chriſt the Prince of Peace,and 
the King of his People and head of the Church his body, 
unto whomablſolute Power and Soveraignity belongeth and 
Glory, which he will not give co another; And as for all 
the proofs which thou brings of the Magiſtrates under the 
firſt Covenant, they areall invalid , as to the ſecond Cove- 
nant,for all the'Kings and Magiſtrates in the firſt Covenant 
what asthey didin and about Religion,as to the puniſhment 
of the falſe prophets, and them chat had familiar ſpirits 
and wizard*-, they were but Typical as in reference unto 
Chriſt the ſecond,Covenant who hath another way to kill 


the falſe Prophets and to make War againſt Heretic and blaſ- 


phemy, and againit all Sorcerers, Deceiversand Antichriſts, 
by the ewo-edged ſword which proceeds out of his mouth, 
with which his enemies ſhall be flain who will not that he 
ihould Rule and exerciſe his ſpiritual Power againſt his ſpi- 
ritual enemies3 Is not Hereſie an Errour, an inbred thing ? 
And is an outward ſword like to reach te that? Therefore 
though thou may preſs the Magiſtrates or them whom thon 
calls fo by their Coerlive power, as thou calls it, and pro- 
miſe to them devine BenediCtion , like the Pope, for making 
of Laws againſt that which thou and others may Judge Blaſ- 
phemy and Herefie, and execute them with Whips and 
Ropes and cutting off Ears, and deſtroying the Creature, 
ver this doth not reach to Herefte and Blaſphemy, and all 
rhe Balm and Phylſick that you have in New England, where= 
in your hope ſtandeth , as hath yet appeared, are your 
knotted Whips and pitched Ropes, banithment and death 3 
here is Balm and Phylick indeed which deſtroys the Crea= 
tion; And what, vas Payrl a Magiſtrate who Cenſured 
Hymenizs and Alexander? or elle what doſt thou bring this 
(or? 

Thou frames an Objection, and alſoan Anſwer, That the 
interpoſul of Authority in matters of Religion is violaticn of Liberty 


of 


33 
of Conſcience; thy Anſwer is, Bs Authority is Autkortty, wer? 
this ObjeGion good, the Church may not then, thou ſaith, Arthoritative= 
ly deal with any of her Members , for holding forth or teaching of falſe 
dofrine, contrary to Gal. 5. 12. and Rev. 2. 20. 

Anſw. The Obje&ion is good enough, the interpoling of Ct- 
vil Authority in matters of Religion is a leading them beyond 
their line, for that which is ordained for the ordering of Civil 
things is nor to intrude into that which is beyond its Sphere 3 
And why may not the true Church Authoricatively deal with 
any of her Members for holding forth falſe do&rine ? What 
dotſt thou think that Pay! in the fifth of the Galatians, when he 
wiſhed that they were even cut off that troubled them , that 
he would have had them killed or beat with pitched Rebes? 
or would he have had theGalatiazs to have denied them, and 
have them exerciled their Authority in the Power of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt? And doſt thou bring Rev, 2. 20, to prove that 
Thyatira had not Power in the Authority of God to have-thrown 
out and Judged Fezebel? This was their fault, becauſe they 
ſuffered her, who called her ſeif a Propheteſs, to teach and le- 
duce, and to cat things ſacrificed to Idols, or thou Judges they 
wanted ſome Magiſtrate to kill her Authoritativelyz And if the 
Church may not deal with the Members Authoritatively , who 
makes defection from the Faith , why have you Excommunica- 
tedand thrown out ſo many for Hereticks in New England ? 

Thou faith , Liberty of Conſcience, and liberty for Error aud Hee 
Teſie are two things 3 aud the Error of Conſcience is a Liberty to Bindage, 
and thou brings, They ſhall pr you out of the Synagogues," John 16. 
and to think to murther the Saints was ſervice unto God , was not from: 
Conſcience but Errour of Conſcience ; but the Ob{e& thou ſaith , 
Subjefed to the Coerfive Power muſt be ſome A of the outward may ; 
and further thou ſaith , There z5 2 difference between quiet Hereſie 
and turbulent Herefie, S$chiſm and Sedition, 

Anſw. 1tis true, Liberty of Conſcience and liberty of Errour 
and Hereſie are two things, bur theſe lyes both without the 
Power and the Line of any Civil Power, as Civil Power to reach 
unto, the one he ſhould encourage , tbat is to ſay, them who 
exerciſe a pure Conſcience towards God and towards man ; 
and as for the other Errourin Judgement,its beyond the Power 
of the Civil Magiſtrate to refife , bur as it puts forth it (elf in 
outward AQts of wickednels, as to kill, fteal, murther, adultery, 
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defrauding, cozening and cheating in outward things, then the 
{word reaches to the ARt outward , but can reach no further ; 
And as for Hereſie, Schiſm, Sedition, turbulent and quiet, as 
thou makes diſtin&ions , they are all onein theground , and 
you have had too many ſuch choughts in your hearts as that you 
did God ſervice with all your Whipping, cutting off Ears, bea- 
ring with Ropes, caſting out of your Aſſemblies, and not onely 
ſo, but out of your Countrey , and baniſhing chem from their 
Wives andChildren , and al) this you have done, and thinks 
you have done God good ſervice, and have caſt them out and 
{aid (as the Propher ſpoke of your Generation whoſe hearts 
were hardned) Let th? Lord beglorifi-d ; theſe things you have 
to repent of before you know or will feel remiſſion of tins from 
theLord , though thou ſay you know it belongs not to the Ma- 
giſtrate to compel any man to bea Believer, nor to puniſh any 
for not Believing, bur Hereticks, turbulent Hereticks, we believe 
belongs unto him to puniſh, and who muſt be Judge of turbu- 
lent Hereticks; Is nor a Heretick an Unbeliever? And if the 
Magiſtrate ought not to puniſh an Unbeliever, then nota Here» 
tick , for a Heretick is an Ulnbeliever; and they which are in 
the Power and Authority of God , can deny ſuch a one and 
Judge him our by the Power of God , there is his puniſhment 
according to that which thou calls Goſpel Inſtitution , and be- 
yond that or any further A& uponſuch a one, we do not read 
of in all that which is called the New Teſtament, neicher that 
Chriſt, his Apoſtles or any.of the true Churches or Officers or 
Believers ever Commanded or Commended or Exhortedany to 
ſtretch forth their hand againſt the perſon of any who were He- 
reticks really ſo, and Blaſphemers really ſo; and therefore {ce 
there is neither Command, Precept nor Example ; Doth not 
thou wretchedly err in preſlicig on them which thou calls Belie- 
vers to A& ſuch wretched Ads of cruelty as you have done , 
and thou vindicates them init as their Duty? Irc's true , we 
read of the Beaſt and of the Dragon, who made War againft 
the Saints and killed them, and of myſtery Babylon, and of S- 
domand Egypt where Cbriſt was flain, and the witnefles flain; 
Now if thou wilt take theſe for proofs and fora ground thou 
may , and ſo all thy ewiſting and twining , and vain Argu- 
ments falls co the ground; And doth not the Church of Rome 
account all you as Hereticks ? and is not their Judgement that 
they 


they ought to puniſh you with corporal puniſhment ? "and is not 
this your Judgement alſo page 9$ that the Magiſtrate ought to 
proceed gradually? That is, to infli& puniſhment by degrees 
with lingring tortures , like their Inquintionsz; And wherein 
doth thy do&rine differ from theirs in this? Take them to 
thee and thy doarine, for thonart but a ſtem ſprung out of the 
ſame Root, and atts from the ſame Principle, and yetl1 tell rhee 
and all theworld, I am not pleading for any matter of fact or 
for breakers of the Law whichis Righteous, for the Law 15 good 
if aman uſeit lawfully, it is againſt murtherers, man-ſtealers, 
and ſtealers of the Creatures , for Idolaters and defrauders, 
and cheaters, and every A or Fa& deſerves puniſhment ſuita- 
bleto the tranſgreſſion; Now had it not been more reaſona- 
bly done of thee to have produced the Fatt of the ®rakers in 
New England, which hath deſerved all theſe barbarous tortures, 
then toDeclare them and Publiſh them as Offenders in matter 
of Fat, and hathnoneco lay to their charge; and Ichallenge 
thee and the reſt of thy Adherents to produce ſome matters :f 
Fa which the Qzakers hath done, which is contrary to any 
Righteous Law of God , or eiſe own your Condemnation and 
repent; and thou muſt not think that this poor Traft of thine 
which is full of deceit and confulion, errour, blaſphemy and 
madneſs , though thou Publiſh it by the Appointment of the 
General Court, that it will cover your wickedneſs or hide you 
from being diſcovered to moderate People, neither will ſhelter 
yon in the Day of the Lord. 

And thou ſaith, It concerneth New England awayes to remember, 


that originally they are a Plantation Religinus , the Profeſſicn of purity of 


Dotirine , Worſhip and Diſcipline is written upon your fore-heads , 
that after New England hath now ſhined 20 years , ſhould now goout 
iu the (nuff of Morallianiſm. 

Anſy. There was ſomething amongſt ſome of you , but you 
fled the Croſs asI cold you before, and fo that ſpirit that perſe- 


cuted you in the Biſhops time got up in your ſelves, and thar 


which once'you had while you were under affliftion here, yon 
haveloſt,not onely the Power of godlinels but the Form thereof, 
and alſo of ſound words; And now as to matter of Religion, 
its rather become a place of Oftridges and Owles and Satyrsz 
and for purity of Do&rine, Worſhip and Diſcipline written in 
your fore-heads, if it mult be tryed by your Rule, and if it be 
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the ſame 29 years that it is now, I have not heard. of more un- 
ſoundneſs in Do&rine , Worſhip and Diſcipline which 1 have 
read on in many ages, but eſpecially in the Scripture, and truly 
your ſhining now 1s turned into blackneſs, and your Sun is fer, 
and your day is darkneſs, and your light is gone out as the 
ſmuff of a Candle, becauſe this man boaſts of their Do&rine,, 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, take a few things out of many and be- 
hold chem in the light of the Lord, and compare them with 
the Scripturez and ſol] leave them to thy Judgement. 


1 Firſt ſpeaking of the Trty, he ſaith , God. isa diſtin& 
ſubliftance from the Son and the Spirit , and thar che Son is a 
diſtin& ſubfiltance from che Father and the Spiric inthe gth 
pagez and becauſe it is ſaid, the Father ſhall give you another; 
Comforter; this another he ſaith, isIntelligible of the Eflence; 
ſo then the Son is a diſtin&t Subſiſtance and Eflence from the. 
Father, and the Spirit is a diſtin Subliftance and Efſence from 
the Father andthe Son 3 ſo here is three diſtin Efences. 

2 And that the Spirit of God withouct the Letter is no Spirit, 
that which obligech a man to obey a Command of God is one 
Power, and that which ſtrengthens him and enables him co 
obey is another Power, page 12. and that Chriſts words in the 
37th of Johy 27, gives an uncertain ſound (which are theſe , 
That they may be one as we are one.) 

3 That Scripture is a perfeCt Rule of Life, but not without 
Conſequences. 

4 That Thomas and Mary is no where mentioned in Scripture, 
neither are commanded obedience nor forbidden diſobedience, 
contrary to Fohyx 20. 16, 17, 27- | 

s Thar that light which teachesa man there isa God, and. 
to Worſhip God, and thar Parents are to be honoured, and that 
a man ſhall not lye nor ſteal, and that which diſcovers the 
Creator his Eternity and Omnipotency, is to. be conſtrued in 
oppolirion to ſpiritual light , and contradiftin& tothe light of 
the Spirit, page 16. 

6 Thar the light which is in every man , hath much miſcar- 
ried whilſt that it is managed by the reigning power of darknels, 

age I7. 
: 1 That that which lets a man ſee that he ſhould not do to o= 
thers what he would not have others do unto him, and ſhewes a 
man ought not toſteal nor tolye, and that which diſcovers E- 
ternity 


os, (37). "3x 7. 
eternity and Omnipotency 3 '' this indeed, ſaith hey! is darkneſs, 
it is worſe then grofs darknels, page 18. ED 

$ Chriſt enlightens no man wich the lighe of life,. but them 
that areſoand foqualified. 

9 That the Goſpel is a Conſtitution or Efte&, tempered cf 
the Grace of God and the blood of Chriſt. | 

zo That che viſible Political Churches, Political Officers, Po- 
litical Worſhip and Adminittrations are Goſpel Iniſt.cutions op 
appointed by Chriſt, page 41. 

zz That chere is Policy in Heaven, page 42. 

12 Paſtors and Teachers are Political Chnrch Officers, 

13 Fhat the Lords Supper 1s a villble Political Ordinance, 

age 43, | 

P , 4 That Baptiſm is a viſible Political Church Ordinance. 

15 That toChriſt belongs the Prerogative of being the onely 
Polirician.-- | | 

16 That there is much darkneſs in the hearts: of all Chil- 
dren of light in this life, page 42. 

Likewiſe at a LeQure at bo/tow Fohy Norton taught , That the 
Fuſtice of Go is the Armour of the Devil, | 


Take a view of thy do&rines again, and be afhamed and 
bluth, and repent of thy deceit and falſe dofrines and lying 
ſtories, and ceaſe to pervert the way of the Lord, for all this 
which thou haſt waded through will lictle advantage your King=-- 
dom , neither all this covering which thou haſt made will not 
vindicate your wicked prafices,nor ſhelrer you from the ſtorms 
and thunders , and plagues, and terrour, and wrath which is 
to be poured upon all his enemies, .and then thy order from the 
| General Court will ſtand thee bur in little ſtead ,, when theter-: 
rour of God comes upon thee; and when the witne(s of God is 
awakened in thee to bring all thy iniquities-to remembrance , 
and thy deceit that hath been hid tothe light, then {halt thou 
{ce that thou haſt noe fet thy (elf onely againſt man bur alſo a- 
gainſt God and. his dear ſervants whom he hath redeemed by 
his pretious blood, who knows a habitation unto which you 
cannot reach with your Clubs, Whips and Ropes, and their 
Habitation 1s as the Munition of Rocks, their Breads ſure, and 
their Water doth nor fail, and happy are they who ſuffer for the 
truths ſake,for they ſhall receive Honour and Glory and Immor- 
tality, and the Crown of Life —_ he hath laid up forall then» 

3 that 


(38) 
that endure the'Croſs and diſpiſe the ſhame, whieh will be given 
in the day of his-glorious appearance: to them that keeps the 
Word of his patience, and che word of his Teftimony commit« 


ted to them unto the end. 


London, the x2th day of the 
21th Month, I 650 
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, H ! New England whoſe heart is unbroken, and.s as hard as 

# a ſtone, thy fruitsdeclares it, and thy Inhabitants are Re- 
bellious againſt God , thy Teachers and People are: filled with 
cnmity againſt the Lord and his People, and they have nor 
known forrow, nor are they acquainted with the, Lord in his 
Judgements, but the Rebellious, and ſtiff-necked lives inthem ; 
and they are covered with a Profeſſion of Goſpel, but are as the 
Wolves in ſheeps clothing, who is' covered with the, Saints 
words and Practices, but are deſtroying the Latnbs of Chriſt; oh ! 
New England , what haſt thou done? how thou haſt greedily 
Fun in the way that is not good, how haſt thou oppoſed che way 
of thine own peace, and rejefted the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord , we have heard, and we have ſeen, and we have been 


- fencible of chy wickedneſs,of thy mercileſne(s and thy crnelty 


which abounds in thee, and art without reſpe& to God aud 
his Eternal Power which is over you, though you oppole it 3 
yet you are comprehended with it, andit ſhall Ecernally Judge 
you; your Church hath brought forth bad fruits, even of S-- 
dom and ſpiritual Egypt , and in the ftreets is the Lamb lain, 
and the juſt crucified, and ye are the People that have done it, 
doth not your dealing towards thePeople of God called Quakers 
evidence this unto all the World? and Narions do hifle at you; 
what, ye agathered People ?. what yeaſeperated People ? and 
brings forth perſecurion in ſuch a'manner, exceeding the very 
cruelty of the Scribes and Phariſees, and che clief Prieſts, this 
Nation hath wondered at your hard hearcednels, 8& ſober People 
are grieved at cheir hearts for you , that you ſhould ſo far in- 
danger) your ſouls to everlaſting loſs, as-to goon in this way as 
you have done for years together,” every day as it were heigh- 
thening your malice and your fury againſt the Lamb and his 
followers; Oh you Teachers and Profetfſors which ' hath openiy 


appeared under the Dragons Collours, who hath Warred _— | 
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his Banner, even the Dragon which ſought to devour the man= 
child, and by him do you make War againſt the Lamb and 
his followers, with the Dragons weapons , Priſons, houſes 
of correfion , whippings, banthments , cutting. off the ears, 
andſuch like cruel dealing, which is of the Dragon his wea=- 
pons , and not the weapons of the Lamb; oh what have you 
done, 1s there not a wile man among you, are you all beſorted, 
and inchanted,are you all blind,is there none among you that 
conſiders theſe things, hath not your own doings pierced your 
hearts? hath not the innocent blood that you have ſhed yet ſtruck 
terrour upon your conſciences ? can nothing awaken you, will 
not your own doings reprove you ? oh conſider, for you are not 
hid from the Eternal eye of God, it beholds you, and you 
are naked and bare before itz and your filthineſs and wreech= 
edneſ(s is open before it , oh what floods of wickedneſs do 
you caſt out ? and what wicked praQices do youbring forth ? 
we are wounded in our ſpirits for you becauſe you have loſt all 
feeling and ſence , and are void of underſtanding, your ears 
dull, your eyes blind, ang your hearts hardned , and hath 
neither Religion nor pure humanity ; but do you think to pre- 
vail againſt the Lord by your doings ? do you think to weary 
him out from among you ? No he is ſtronger and his Kingdom 
and Government of more force, and though he is long 
ſuffering, yet he can daſh you topieces, and take your breath 
from you, and cauſe you to meit away, and fink you into con=- 
fuſion , and deftruftion , and his truth will prevail over you, 
for there is a ſeed which yon cannot quench, there is a root 
which will bring forth though you choak it never ſo much , and 
in all four glory you fhall wicher and pine away , and your 
flower thall be cut down,and your ſtrength {hall become weak as 
water , and your Authority ſhall fink into the bottomleſs pit, 
and there 1s no viſton- unto you of peace and proſperity in 
your way 3 but you ſhall fa}l with no ſmall weight of diſhonour 
and aftiiftion which ſhall be your portion , for God is juſt and 
all Power is with him to break you to pieces, and he can make 
you know , that he can do whatſoever he will, and you are but 
as the pot-ſheards of the Earth which he will break, and his 
heritage ſhall be increaſed , and he will not be wancing co it, 
his Pzople ſhall have peace when you ſhall have trouble, his 
People (hall have joy when you thail have mourning , he ſhall 
appear to their joy but you ſhall be aſhamed ; for your pongen 
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fall not be like unto theirs , bur the wrath of the Lamb ſhall 
torment you, even the long ſuffering of God; which hath been 
oreat-towards you , ſhall be turned into a devouring fire, and 
into fury to conſume you , this ſhall doubtleſs come to paſſe, 
for the Lord hath ſaid it 5 wherefore repent ye Rulers, repent 
ye Teachers , repent ye hypocrites, and if there be any among 
you that will be faved , let him deliver himſelf by turning To 
the Lord. i 

Bur beſides all that you have done , by way of perſecution , impriſonment, 
lies and iJanders, curring off ears, baniſhment and whippings and-ſach like, vec 
afrer all rhis here is a Book come over, Called the Heart of New England Rent 
filled with falſe reproaches , wich flanders, with falſe DoArines, and miſ- 
Interpretations ot Scripture , and ſuch like ftuff, which we have taken notice 
of and viewed over, and returned Anſwer ; what is this your beſt Divinity in 
New England? we have heard of your wicked prafices towards the people of 
God, bur now we have ſcen the wickednels of your Profeſſion, and the empti+ 
neſs of your Religion and Dodrines , and we cannor but turn them back to you 
agiin that if poiſible the Lord may open your eyes that you may be converted, 
and live; and what do we fear your revilings and threatnings and your perſe- 
cutions , in the immortal Life is our victory,which Life you cannot Reach, ſor 
the Devil hath not power given over it ; though you may have power over the 
body , and over the ggods, yet the immortal Lifs you cannot touch 3 and that 
is Eternal victory, and that Life is our God bringing forth more and more, and 
ke can deliver if he will, but if he will not, we cannot bow to your Imape ; 
nor ſay we have done you wrong in what we write and ſpeak to you ; for this 
is our Religlon, that our Conſcience may be kept clear, and our zeal for God 
is in this, that we may keep void of 'offence towards God and rowards you 
by warning of you from time to time, and though we are far diſtant in the 
oarward man, yet we havea witneſs in your conſciences; and in that we know 
you,and by that ſhall be anſwered in the dreadful Gay of the Lord, and thar day 
_—_ upon you, and the Judgements of the Lord the wicked ſhall nor 
<icape. 

O have you forgotten ſince youwere {ſufferers your ſelves,and then it was well 
with you, far better then now ; for you are at eaſe in the flcſh and have forgorten 
God, and loſt thar fincetity which once was in yon, and the very ſpirit of the 
o'd Biſhops which once perſeccured you it is entered inro.your hearts, and now 
lives in you, and as you,and in the dayes of your/proſpgniry you are exalrea, 
aid haye forgotten the Lord , and you requite him evil for his love , and ſeems 
ro be a people given up to do wickedly till the time of yonr ditruttion , and 
like Rulers, like Teachers, all in the hard-heartedneſs, and in the parhes ct 
death and deftruRion, your Church, your Miniſtry your Religion is all of ir a 
wearinels, and abomination to the Lord , while that ſpiric of murder, and 
malice lodges in you ; wherefore.repent, leaft you periſh, the day cf God Al- 
mighty is approaching; the terrible day of the Lord is at hand ; 

1am a lover of righteouſneſs and a friend to the Seed of Ged 
—_— world, and that waits for the Redemption 


thereof. 
E, BURROUGE: 
THE END. : 


